







































































Land Use Change
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The Land Use Change map identifies the parcels in the City that are

changing based on the 2040 Land Use Guide Plan.
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Social Equity
& Diversﬂty

Parking Minimums vs Maximums

When minimum parking requirements are
imposed, the cost of housing for the end user
often increases because the cost of parking
is included. Households that do not own cars,
most often low-income households, are thus
penalized for an amenity that they do not use.
One solution to creating more equitable
housing options, especially in transit-oriented
developments, is to impose parking
maximums rather than minimums. The
benefits of parking maximums include:

e Prevents the overbuilding of parking
Parking can be allocated through pricing

Density of land use increases

Decreases housing costs for low-income

families without a car (more spendable
income)
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Neighborhood Configuration

Development of these infill areas will maintain a single-
family residential pattern while providing an increased
amount of density as appropriate for the surrounding
environment. Many of the existing neighborhoods
provide for a density of less than two units per acre. It
is appropriate for the infill sites to provide densities
transitioning from the existing condition of up to five
units per acre while providing consistency in
architectural patterns and buffering of higher-density
development with design features, such as, transition
areas or additional landscaping. Connections allowing
for vehicular and pedestrian traffic shall be provided
to allow for improved access and circulation to and
within the neighborhoods.

The City has several single-family neighborhoods

that were constructed prior to the establishment of

a small lot single-family zoning district. As a result,

the properties are guided Low Density Residential

but when they were developed they were zoned RM
6.5 (multifamily) and received PUD approval to allow
waivers from the zoning standards to accommodate
single-family residential development. The PUD zoning
is consistent with the Low Density Residential guiding
in this Comprehensive Pan.
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Historical Properties

Eden Prairie has several historic landmarks, designated
heritage sites, which are comprised of sites and
structures that reflect significant elements of the City’s
cultural, social, economic, political, visual, and
architectural history. Many of the City’s heritage sites
are integrated within Eden Prairie’s natural landscapes,
such as the Glen Lake Children’s Camp and Frederick-
Miller Spring. These sites are highlighted by placards
and informational signage to educate community
members and visitors. As the City continues to grow
and evolve, it is important that these heritage sites are
protected and preserved. In conjunction, the City will
continue to monitor the sites and structures being
invested in, and strive to continue to reflect the
significant elements of the City’s cultural, social,
economic, political, visual, and architectural history
community wide.
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Sustainable
Resilience

Tools for Realizing Sustainability Goals

The STAR Community Rating System is
the nation’s leading framework and
certification program for local
sustainability. The STAR framework
allows communities to define
sustainability for themselves and helps them
assess their efforts in seven key areas: built
environment, climate and energy, economy
and jobs, education, arts and community,
equity and empowerment, health and safety,
and natural systems. By working toward
gaining STAR certification, municipalities can
benchmark their progress and receive
support from the STAR Communities
organization to ensure that goals and
objectives are realized.

Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) should be used as a guide to
creating healthy, highly-efficient and cost-
saving green buildings and neighborhoods.
The City can take guidance from LEED to
influence more sustainable development.

The City should continue to participate in
Minnesota Green Step Cities, which is a
voluntary  challenge, assistance, and
recognition program to help cities achieve
sustainability and quality of life goals. This
free program connects cities to resources and
technical assistance to complete up to 29 best
practices in the areas of buildings and lighting,
transportation, land use, environmental
management, and community and economic
development. By continuing to implement
these best practices, the City can move
towards meeting its sustainability goals.
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MUSA Boundary

The Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA)
boundary includes those areas to be serviced by
municipal sewer and water. There are nearly 2,400
acres of land outside of the MUSA boundary. The
areas located outside of the MUSA boundary are
largely comprised of natural features such as
floodplain, shoreland, steep slopes, and bluff areas,
and are not serviced by municipal sewer. The MUSA
boundary was established via an extensive public
input and review process in the 1990s and was drawn
along a topographic boundary to protect the natural
features that exist south of the MUSA line. The City
has adopted regulations such as floodplain, shoreland,
steep slope and tree protection requirements to
safeguard these natural resources. Because the MUSA
line follows a topographic elevation, it is a meandering
boundary that does not always follow property lines.
All development served by municipal services shall
occur within the MUSA boundary. No expansion of
the MUSA line is proposed. Any requests to expand
the MUSA boundary require review through a public
process to amend the Comprehensive Plan.
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Historically, there has been the development of
homes outside of the MUSA boundary through the
use of Individual Sewage Treatment Systems (ISTS),
none of which are suitable for future employment
locations. At the time of home construction, primary
and secondary sites for ISTS are identified within
the property. As these properties age, experience
malfunctions of the existing ISTS systems, or utilize
both the primary and secondary sites, a connection
to municipal services may be the solution necessary
to prevent damaging environmental impacts. The
Metropolitan Council review process for the
connection to municipal services under these
circumstances should be expedited in order to
reduce the potential for harmful impacts. Evidence of
a failing system and lack of a viable alternative site
would need to be demonstrated, including
confirmation of a system failure or lack of an
alternative site to install a system from a licensed
inspector. Connection to municipal services in these
cases is not intended to provide for increased
development potential but rather to service existing
properties, therefore the land use designation on
these properties would remain Rural.
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Infrastructure

Recognizing that infrastructure continues to age the
City developed a reinvestment strategy with regards
to rehabilitation and replacement based upon the age
of their systems and anticipated life cycle of various
assets. This led to the development of targeting an
annual capital reinvestment of approximately $2
million to cover future projects and fund capital needs
with respect to rehabilitation and replacement. The
2015-2024 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) outlines
how the City will be providing services and facilities
that accommodate its planned growth. Additionally,
the development phasing in the plan is consistent
with the anticipated sewer flow identified in the Local
Sewer Plan as well as the Region’s Need for Affordable
Housing.

The CIP budgets an average of $26,708,176 annually
between 2015 and 2024, and addresses critical
projects such as: Transit-Oriented Development, Town
Center development, the interchange at Shady Oak
Road, park and trail maintenance, storm water quality
improvements, groundwater storage reservoir and
pump station, sewer system reinvestment, lift station
rehabilitation, and CSAH 61 improvements between
Charleston Road and Carver County.
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Communi
Health 4

Social Interaction

Social interaction is critical for mental and
physical health. A well-designed development
will include social environments that
promote a sense of place and community.
These gathering spaces include areas such as
parks, playgrounds, squares, plazas, outdoor
eating areas, promenades, outdoor seating
areas, community gardens, and community
rooms. Positive social interactions in these
places can help people feel part of a community
and improve well-being. As development
occurs, the City can influence the design of
these spaces. The vision for the Town Center
Area is a pedestrian oriented place with
inviting, active street environments with
interaction at the street level and gathering
spaces. The Transit-Oriented Development

areas will include engaging public spaces.
Social support can improve quality of life.
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